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Checking out The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet is an extremely
beneficial interest as well as doing that can be gone through whenever. It suggests that reviewing a book will
not restrict your task, will certainly not require the moment to invest over, and also will not spend much
money. It is a very budget friendly and reachable point to buy The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior
Studies) By Giulio Douhet But, with that said extremely economical thing, you could get something brand-
new, The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet something that you never ever
do and enter your life.

Review

“The Italian General Giulio Douhet reigns as one of the twentieth century’s foremost strategic air power
theorists. Along with William ‘Billy’ Mitchell, Douhet understood that the technological advances in
weaponry made during World War I were not fully utilized by Allied commanders. Douhet thus spent the
decade after the war constructing a theory that would facilitate the strategic use of what he conceived to be
the biggest technological breakthrough of all, the airplane. As such scholars as Raymond Flugel have pointed
out, Douhet’s theories were crucial at a pivotal pre-World War II Army Air Force institution, the Air Corps
Tactical School.”
— Michael J. Eula, Air University Review

“Giulio Douhet’s The Command of the Air is a military classic. It was the first detailed analysis of the
offensive and defensive employment of the air weapon. Published in
1921, The Command of the Air asserted the decisiveness of strategic bombardment before Billy Mitchell and
other air leaders had given that subject any detailed thought.
The 1927 edition . . . contains Douhet’s fully developed thesis on how to use the air weapon to achieve
victory. Subsequently translated into English, French, German,
and Russian, it stimulated the thinking of aviators in various countries prior to World War II.”
—Col. John F. Shiner, Air University Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Italian (translation)

About the Author
Richard H. Kohn is Professor of History at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Richard H. Kohn is Professor of History at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
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The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet. Discovering how to have reading
practice is like discovering how to attempt for eating something that you truly do not want. It will certainly
require even more times to aid. Additionally, it will likewise little pressure to offer the food to your mouth
and swallow it. Well, as reviewing a book The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio
Douhet, sometimes, if you must read something for your new tasks, you will really feel so lightheaded of it.
Also it is a book like The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet; it will make you
feel so bad.

Why ought to be this e-book The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet to
review? You will certainly never get the understanding as well as experience without managing yourself
there or trying by yourself to do it. Thus, reading this book The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior
Studies) By Giulio Douhet is needed. You could be great as well as appropriate sufficient to get how
essential is reading this The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet Even you
always read by commitment, you could support on your own to have reading publication practice. It will
certainly be so useful and also enjoyable then.

However, just how is the means to obtain this publication The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior
Studies) By Giulio Douhet Still confused? No matter. You could take pleasure in reviewing this publication
The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet by on the internet or soft file. Simply
download and install guide The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet in the link
provided to go to. You will obtain this The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet
by online. After downloading, you can save the soft file in your computer or kitchen appliance. So, it will
certainly ease you to review this book The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet
in particular time or location. It may be not sure to take pleasure in reading this publication The Command
Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet, due to the fact that you have lots of work. Yet, with
this soft file, you could take pleasure in checking out in the leisure even in the gaps of your jobs in
workplace.
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This reprint of the 1942 English translation of Douhet's works, while titled “Command of the Air”, actually
consists of five separate works: the original 1921 edition of “Command of the Air”, a second edition of 1927,
a 1928 monograph titled “Probable Aspects of Future War”, a polemical article of 1929 called
“Recapitulation”' and the 1930 study “The War of 19-.” By transporting ourselves back to the 1920s, past not
only the Vietnam and Korean Wars, but nearly two decades before World War II, we become silent
observers of the unfolding drama of airpower's history. Knowing that transpired after Douhet wrote, we can
test our understanding, find the assumptions and conclusions of Douhet that proved false, and read with
wonder those that proved true. Some of what he wrote today seems almost timeless, 'principles' perhaps of
the employment of aircraft in war. Giulio Douhet was a prophet. From the perspective of today, he still bears
pondering. Serious thinking about the nature of war and the role of aerospace power will not in our lifetime
cease to be of value.
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1921, The Command of the Air asserted the decisiveness of strategic bombardment before Billy Mitchell and
other air leaders had given that subject any detailed thought.
The 1927 edition . . . contains Douhet’s fully developed thesis on how to use the air weapon to achieve
victory. Subsequently translated into English, French, German,
and Russian, it stimulated the thinking of aviators in various countries prior to World War II.”
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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful.
Cited more than quoted, quoted more than read
By E. M. Van Court
I recently read Benjamin Lambeth's Air Power Against Terror, a study of the first seven or eight months after
9/11, with emphasis of the ousting of the Taliban and other air operations in Afghanistan. All the thoughts
and theories that I had always heard credited to Guilio Douhet seemed to be vindicated by the success of the
operations in Afghanistan. Then it dawned on me, I had only taken other people's word for what Douhet had
said and meant. This is easily fixed. In addition to the Air University's edition, the complete translation of
Douhet's Command of the Air with the 1928 additions appears in Roots of Strategy Book 4.

Douhet was a visionary, and like most true visionaries got almost as much wrong as he got right. It would be
very easy to focus on the arbitrary and unrealistic organization of an independant air force, campaign
planning, and battle damage assessment theories, but it would be equally easy to ignore that in 1921, Douhet
was advocating a joint organization for a nation's forces, something that didn't really happen in the U.S. until
the 1980s, and is still not as far along as it should be. The general principles of air power laid down be
Douhet are remarkably similar to the "10 Propositions Regarding Air Power" by Phillip S Meilinger,
suggesting that Douhet has weathered the decades well.

Rather than nitpick the arbitrary nature of Douhet's 'units of destruction' and 'bombing units' (which I would
accept as hypothetical numbers for discussion rather than rigid projections), I think the underlying
conceptual shortcomings are more interesting.

-Douhet assumed that symetrical or semi-symetrical conflict between industrial powers were all that
mattered. Even in 1928, colonial fights, insurgencies, revolutions etc had started to disrupt the nature of
conflict. There is an element of irony in a leader with a transformational vision missing an enviromental
element that should have been considered (especially after the 'regime change' in Russia in 1918).

-Douhet didn't understand human nature. He firmly believed that strategic bombing would break the will of a
nation. This simply isn't true, as demonstrated in WWII, Viet Nam, Serbia, and Palestine, to name a few
cases after the writing of 'Command of the Air'. He did, however, understand that a nation's -capability- to
fight could be greatly diminished through the use of air power, as was demonstrated in WWII, Operation
Rolling Thunder II in Viet Nam, Serbia, Iraq, and Afghanistan.

-Douhet didn't understand human nature. He didn't acknowledge propaganda, information campaigns, or
media as an adjunct of conflict. The will of the people is a valid target, but lethal weapons are extremely
ineffective in altering it. Information operations, however...



-Douhet underestimated technology. This is counterintuitive, but there it is. He was somewhat pessimistic
about improvements in accuracy of air ordnance, and modern precision munitions with 2m CEP were beyond
his wildest flights of fancy, but make his vision much more plausible. I won't go into altitudes he discusses,
versus modern air machines, or unmanned aircraft. His pessismism about technology is especially ironic as
he firmly understood that air power is technology driven.

-He says the right things about a joint military, but never addresses how soldiers on the ground can make
aircraft more effective. This is probably driven by the challenges of ground to air communication in 1928,
but even then, wireless telephony was steadily improving, and he could have speculated about forward air
controllers and elite ground units coordinating with air craft.

This was an interesting bit of history, and a fairly enjoyable read. Douhet was passionate about air power and
aircraft, and had a grand vision that had more correct than not (even though some of the correct points are
ignored by air power advocates these days). This book is an important text if you want to understand modern
air power and how we got here.

E. M. Van Court

7 of 9 people found the following review helpful.
Douhet's Command of the Air
By A Customer
This book truly shows the beginnings of Air Power theories. This book was written in an attempt to talk the
Italian government into using Airpower as a new weapon. Douhet initially failed in this venture, but the
Italians later realized their mistake. While the views and opinions of Douhet are at times extremely different
from airpower today, and may seem a little ridiculous, this is certainly excellent reading for those who wish
to begin learning about the origins of airpower theory.

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
A must-have addition to your military history library.
By TomHunter1968
No matter where you buy this book, if you are interested in military history, particularly in the use of
strategic air power, this is a must have read for your library. Douhet was one of the most influential thinkers
in the history of military air power and its potential to influence the overall outcome of a war, and is studied
even today by air forces worldwide, as well as the mandatory reading lists at the US military academies.

Personally, I consider this work to be on the same shelf as Clausewitz and Sun Tzu, though obviously the
former dealt much more in theory than does Douhet, whose writings are more "operational" and practical.
Regardless, this is a military classic and I think it is essential for anyone seeking to understand the role of air
power in state vs state warfare.

One can debate whether Douhet's theories were and are valid (and goodness knows, they are); however, I
don't think his influence on the potential and employment of strategic air power can be denied.

See all 6 customer reviews...
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out. This The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet will certainly show you new
thing that you can do now. It will assist you to improve the high quality of your life. Event it is just a fun
book The Command Of The Air (USAF Warrior Studies) By Giulio Douhet, you could be healthier and
also much more enjoyable to take pleasure in reading.
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