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Even the rate of a publication Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans is so cost effective; lots of
people are truly thrifty to reserve their cash to acquire the publications. The other reasons are that they feel
bad and have no time at all to visit guide store to browse the publication Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment
By Dylan Evans to check out. Well, this is contemporary age; numerous publications could be got
conveniently. As this Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans as well as a lot more e-books,
they can be entered extremely quick methods. You will certainly not should go outdoors to get this e-book
Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans

Amazon.com Review
The emotions--joy, shame, fear, and jealousy among them--drive us. In this slender, well-written volume,
philosopher Dylan Evans examines the power of these innate, apparently inescapable forces, stopping along
the way to consider thought-provoking matters: whether money can buy happiness, whether love is an
integral part of human nature, whether machines can be taught to have feelings.

As the subtitle suggests, Evans is less concerned with the emotions themselves (although he has plenty to say
about them) than with the approaches scientists have taken to understand what makes us tick.
Anthropologists, linguists, philosophers, and psychologists have contributed to the science of emotions,
though with sometimes contradictory findings. Whereas language, as the famed postulate holds, precedes
thought, linguists have found instances of emotions for which some languages have no words, but whose
speakers feel them all the same. And although social scientists once held that the emotions were the product
of cultural conditioning, it is now apparent that they're hard-wired into the human psyche, universal and
constant. Those discoveries, Evans writes, force a revaluation of some long-held notions, such as C.S.
Lewis's influential belief that romantic love was an invention of medieval Europe--and that unemotional
creatures such as Star Trek's Spock are intellectually superior to creatures like us, enslaved by the monkey
mind.

Calm, self-assured, and instructive, Evans's little book makes a fine companion to more popular studies of
the emotions, such as Victor Johnson's Why We Feel and Terry Burnham and Jay Phelan's Mean Genes. --
Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
Does emotion hamper our ability to function as intelligent and responsible creatures, or ist it actually an
evolutionarily determined mechanism? In this wide-ranging discussion of the relationship between
intelligence, feeling and our capacity to make rational judgments, Evans (Introducing Evolutionary
Psychology) taps the insights of such Western philosophers as Hume, Plato, Kant and C.S. Lewis. Arguing
that many "basic" emotions such as joy and anger are universal rather than culturally specific, Evans
suggests that emotions must have become part of our "common biological inheritance" because they were
advantageous to us as a species. Unfortunately, he cites few psychological or scientific studies to buttress his



claims about the "science of sentiment," relying instead upon seductive but unsupported statements such as
"the reason that falling in love makes us happy is that those of our ancestors who liked falling in love were
more likely to pass on their genes than those who preferred solitude." This volume's major flaw is Evans's
resistance to fully defining the term "emotion" until the final chapter, insisting instead, "Definitions... can
easily become intellectual straightjackets." Still, the book's simple, sleek design and eye-catching cover will
draw attention.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A pop science classic."--Independent on Sunday

"A fun book.... Highly accessible, this little gem deserves to sell well."--Nature

"A charming primer on the up-and-coming science of emotions."--New Scientist

"Evans, one of the best of the new wave of science writers, has written a masterly survey--lean, confident,
and packed with up-to-the-minute information. It will enlighten and surprise."--Nicholas Humphrey, author
of Leaps of Faith

"At last, an accessible and fascinating account of a neglected aspect of our mental lives."--Lewis Wolpert,
author of Malignant Sadness
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Locate the key to enhance the lifestyle by reading this Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan
Evans This is a kind of publication that you need now. Besides, it can be your preferred book to check out
after having this book Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans Do you ask why? Well,
Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans is a publication that has various characteristic with
others. You may not have to know who the author is, just how prominent the work is. As smart word, never
evaluate the words from which talks, however make the words as your good value to your life.

Why need to be this book Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans to check out? You will never
ever get the understanding as well as encounter without managing on your own there or trying by yourself to
do it. For this reason, reviewing this book Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans is required.
You can be fine and appropriate sufficient to obtain just how crucial is reviewing this Emotion: The Science
Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans Also you consistently review by obligation, you can assist yourself to have
reading book behavior. It will certainly be so helpful as well as enjoyable after that.

However, just how is the method to get this publication Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans
Still confused? It matters not. You could take pleasure in reading this e-book Emotion: The Science Of
Sentiment By Dylan Evans by online or soft data. Simply download guide Emotion: The Science Of
Sentiment By Dylan Evans in the web link offered to go to. You will certainly obtain this Emotion: The
Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans by online. After downloading and install, you can conserve the soft
documents in your computer system or device. So, it will relieve you to read this publication Emotion: The
Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans in specific time or area. It might be uncertain to take pleasure in
reading this publication Emotion: The Science Of Sentiment By Dylan Evans, due to the fact that you have
bunches of task. However, with this soft file, you can enjoy reviewing in the downtime even in the voids of
your jobs in office.
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Was love invented by European poets in the middle ages, as C. S. Lewis claimed, or is it part of human
nature? Will winning the lottery really make you happy? Is it possible to build robots that have feelings?
These are just some of the intriguing questions explored in this new guide to the latest thinking about the
emotions.
Drawing on a wide range of scientific research, from anthropology and psychology to neuroscience and
artificial intelligence, Emotion: The Science of Sentiment takes the reader on a fascinating journey into the
human heart. Illustrating his points with entertaining examples from fiction, film, and popular culture, Dylan
Evans ranges from the evolution of the emotions to the nature of love and happiness to the language of
feelings, offering readers the most recent thinking on real life topics that touch us all. But Emotion is also a
book filled with surprises. Readers will discover, for instance, that the basic emotions are felt the world over-
-whether we live in the shadow of Times Square or in the depths of the rain forest, we all feel the emotions
of disgust, joy, surprise, anger, fear, and distress. We find out that, according to research, winning the lottery
does not cause a lasting increase in happiness--a short-lived euphoria is followed in almost every case with a
return to our usual emotional state, if not worse. And we meet Kismet, an MIT robot that can express a wide
range of emotions, from fear to happiness.
Fun to read and based on the latest scientific thinking, here is a stimulating look at our emotions.
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Most helpful customer reviews

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful.
The Wisdom of Feelings



By Rob Hardy
One of the most fascinating characters of modern popular culture is Spock, the half-human, half-Vulcan alien
on the original Star Trek series. Spock got the Vulcan freedom from emotion in the non-human half of his
genes. It sometimes made it difficult to get along with him; he never got jokes, for instance, and was
fascinated by what went on around him, but never amused. Because he had no emotions, he made all his
decisions with cool rationality, and because he wasted no mental energy on emotions, had had a superhuman
degree of intelligence, insight, and logic. Examining Spock's emotionless state is one of the themes in
_Emotion: The Science of Sentiment_ (Oxford University Press) by Dylan Evans, a short, witty review of
the current scientific and evolutionary views on emotion. Spock could not have evolved in any environment
we are familiar with. For instance, fear is a beneficial emotion, helping animals react swiftly. Animals
incapable of feeling it would not last long. Emotions, contrary to the opinion held by philosophers through
the centuries, are not a drain on intellect, but help it.
Most researchers would include fear, disgust, joy, distress, anger, and surprise in a list of basic emotions.
Darwin himself thought that there was a universality of human emotions shared by all cultures, and that this
was evidence that humans had evolved together and then the races and cultures had separated. However, this
view was not generally held until fairly recently; it was supposed that just as your culture teaches you
language, it also teaches you what emotions are part of your world and how to display them. Not true;
experiments in the 1960's showed that a remote tribe that had never seen western media could match pictures
of faces to the proper emotion, and in reverse, Americans could recognize the emotions being shown by
tribal members who were asked to display fear, anger, etc. Emotions, at least some of the basic ones, are
indeed universal and part of our genetic rather than cultural heritage.
All in all, Emotions have gotten a bad press, for centuries. _Emotion_, a valuable small primer, helps set the
record straight, with amusing examples and fascinating explanations of the experiments that have helped
make the role of emotions plain. The lesson is driven home repeatedly: emotions are good for us, they help
(not hinder) rationality, and they are there because natural selection has used them to get us around a
dangerous, unpredictable world.

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Packed with Knowledge !
By Rolf Dobelli
This layman's guide to the emotions is a delightful walking tour through the gardens of philosophy,
psychology and neuroscience, not to mention popular culture. Author Dylan Evans proposes the thesis that
emotions are an evolutionary necessity that plays an important role in ensuring human survival. He
demonstrates his thesis with anecdotes and illustrations. Though it delivers some intellectually rigorous
material, this is not an intellectually rigorous book. It is more of a long, agreeable, rambling monologue. We
highly recommend it to those who would read it primarily for pleasure, and secondarily suggest it as a useful
overview of the evolutionary role of emotions. Its ample bibliography can guide those who are interested in
exploring the subject in greater depth.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five Stars
By harapple
great book

See all 7 customer reviews...
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reading.
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